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Ferdinand Burgdorff, an 
etcher, painter, and 
printmaker, was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio on 
November 7, 1881. He 
studied at the Cleveland 
School of Art and in Paris 
with René Menard and 
Florence Este. In 1907 
he moved to California 
and settled on the 
Monterey Peninsula. He 
later built a home 
(designed by Bernard 
Maybeck) in Pebble 
Beach on Ronda Road 
and lived there until his 
death in 1975. His 
subject matter was 
inspired by the 
lighthouses on the 
California coast and the 
old mining towns; 
however, he is best 
known for his many oils, 
pastels, and watercolors 
of the Monterey 
Peninsula. He exhibited 
at the Del Monte Art 
Gallery in its opening 
year, 1907.
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